) is covered by five bio-geographical zones: Continental, Pannonian, Alpine, Steppic and Pontic (Black Sea). Natural and semi-natural grasslands are still well represented in Romania and they are an important part of our natural heritage (Doniţă et al., 1992) . They form a group of habitat types (European Habitats Classification System), with great value for the diversity of plants and other organisms (Coldea et al., 1997; Chifu and Sârbu, 1998; Gafta and Mountford, 2008) . Grasslands (Corine Land Cover data, 1990) cover about 14% of the Romanian territory. Of the more than 4000 species and subspecies of higher plants of Romania 60% are associated with grasslands: alpine and subalpine grasslands, mountain pastures and meadows, psammophile, halophile and xerophile steppe, sandy dry grasslands, continental halophilous swards and rush meadows. More than 90% of the endemic, near endemic and threatened species can be found on these different types of grassland (Oltean et al., 1994; Negrean, 2001) . More than 66% of the globally threatened species (IUCN Red List, Habitats Directive -Annex IIb, IVb and Bern Convention -App I) that are still present in Romania are associated with grasslands. Within the Dutch Support Program MATRA, semi-natural grassland research projects were established in order to promote and scientifically support the management and conservation of the European grassland heritage. Between 2000 and 2003, a semi-natural grassland mapping project was developed in Romania, under the coordination of the Department of Botany at the University of Bucharest. The aim of the project was to develop the classification system for Romanian grasslands in accordance with the European standards, to identify the existing grassland diversity in Romania, to evaluate their deterioration, vulnerability, conservation value and to develop special management recommendations, accessible for governmental conservation bodies and scientists (Sârbu et al., 2004 (Doniţă et al., 1992) . The climate of Dobrogea can be distinguished from the temperatecontinental climate throughout the rest of the country. This is caused by the geographical position, the relief and the nearness of the sea. In summer, Dobrogea receives warm air masses, which brings drought and heat. In winter, masses of continental subpolar air generally penetrate, but, sometimes, masses of warmer air come from the south, leading to an early spring. The winds have considerable variations in intensity and direction, especially near the seaside. Towards the centre of the province, the winds from NW or NE are dominant, and near the seaside those from N and NE. In summer, at the seaside, the winds from SE often dominate. The average annual air temperature oscillates around 11ºC, under 10ºC in the north and over 11ºC in the south. The lowest average is in January (-2ºC in the north and -1ºC in the Danubian and sea coast areas). The maximum registered temperatures vary between 39ºC and 42ºC. The rainfalls generally have low values in Dobrogea, the annual variations being within the range of 377 mm in the south and approximately 500 mm in the north. In fact, the area has a dry climate, which is reflected in the type of the natural vegetation, which has a strong steppe character and many thermophile elements.
Grazing as important Land Use in Dobrogea
Although Dobrogea is a relatively small region, it has a varied relief (low mountains, sunny hills, plains, damp zones, a delta and the Black Sea coast) sufficient to allow, over the years, the development of a relatively diverse palette of human activities. Next to grazing are vine growing, fishing, cereal crops and the cultivation of vegetables. Over the centuries, the dry grasslands which covered the hills and
